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1 About this Report 
1.1 Purpose and Applicability 
1.1.1 Horizon Nuclear Power Wylfa Limited (Horizon) is proposing to construct, 

operate and maintain a new nuclear power station on land west of Cemaes 
on Anglesey; the Wylfa Newydd Project.  The Wylfa Newydd Project will 
require a Marine Licence from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) under the 
Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA) to allow for the construction and 
maintenance of Licensable Marine Activities associated with the Wylfa 
Newydd Project.  

1.1.2 Horizon is applying to NRW for this Marine Licence.  These Licensable 
Marine Activities will be undertaken seawards of mean high water spring 
tides (MHWS) and include or are associated with the Wylfa Newydd 
Project’s major marine infrastructure items - notably the Marine Off-Loading 
Facility (MOLF), the Cooling Water System (CWS) and breakwaters - and 
comprise the following types of activities: 

• Marine Works, including temporary and permanent marine works. 
• Dredging and the deposit (i.e. disposal) of dredged material at sea. 

1.1.3 The scope of the Licensable Marine Activities proposed under Horizon’s 
Marine Licence application – including the proposed Marine Works, dredging 
and deposit of dredged material at sea – is described in detail in document 
Marine Licence Application Reference number: ML-PLD-01-PDR – Marine 
Licence Application - Schedule of Licensable Marine Activities. 

1.1.4 Horizon is also applying to the Secretary of State for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008 for the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new nuclear power station.  

1.1.5 Due to the nature of the proposed project an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) has been undertaken and an Environmental Statement 
(ES) (PINS Application Reference number: 6.1.1 to 6.11) has been prepared 
in accordance with the requirements of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009.  The Wylfa Newydd 
Project is classified as an EIA project under Schedule 1, 2(b): ‘Nuclear 
power stations and other nuclear reactors (except research installations for 
the production and conversion of fissionable and fertile materials, whose 
maximum power does not exceed 1 kilowatt continuous thermal load)’. 

1.1.6 The EIA has also been undertaken and the ES prepared in accordance with 
the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as 
amended).  Horizon has taken this approach because – at the time of 
undertaking the EIA and preparing the ES – it was unknown whether NRW 
would choose to defer to the Secretary of State’s EIA consent decision (for 
the DCO application) under Regulation 10(1)(b) of the Marine Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended).  
Accordingly, if necessary, the ES will inform both Horizon’s DCO 
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applications and Marine Licence applications to the Secretary of State and 
NRW, respectively.  

1.1.7 In addition, to support Horizon’s Marine Licence and DCO applications, a 
compliance assessment has also been carried out to consider the effects of 
the Wylfa Newydd Project in respect of the Water Framework Directive 
(2000/60/EC) (WFD); which is implemented in Wales by the Water 
Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 
2017 (the 2017 Regulations).  This WFD Compliance Assessment is 
included within Appendix 23 of the ES (PINS Application Reference number: 
8.2.6).  The WFD Compliance Assessment covers the effects of the 
Licensable Marine Activities proposed under Horizon’s Marine Licence 
application on relevant WFD water bodies. 

1.2 Scope 
1.2.1 The purpose of this signposting document is to identify and direct the reader 

to the sections of the WFD Compliance Assessment where information 
regarding Licensable Marine Activities are addressed. 

1.2.2 The aim of the WFD Compliance Assessment is to assess the effects of the 
Wylfa Newydd Project on the relevant water bodies and to determine 
whether the Wylfa Newydd Project is compliant with the objectives of the 
WFD.  The specific objectives of the WFD Compliance Assessment are to: 

• determine the water bodies and catchments relevant to the Wylfa 
Newydd Project;  

• present the current baseline conditions of water bodies and their 
associated catchments;  

• define the Wylfa Newydd Project activities and consider the sources of 
effect, pathways and consequences of the works;  

• carry out a detailed assessment of these effects on water bodies and 
their associated quality elements;  

• assess whether water body measures could still be implemented with 
the Wylfa Newydd Project in place; and 

• take into account the protection provided by other European Union (EU) 
legislation. 

1.2.3 The WFD Compliance Assessment comprises 12 sections within a single 
document.  These sections are summarised in Table 1-1.  With the exception 
of section 10, all sections of the WFD Compliance Assessment contain 
information relevant to the assessment of Licensable Marine Activities.     
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Table 1-1 Summary of WFD Compliance Assessment sections 
Section Description Contents Relevant to Marine Licence application? 

1 Introduction Contains information in relation to the aims and 
objectives of the assessment in addition to technical 
terms used.  Information regarding the requirements 
of WFD and assessment approach is also provided 
here. Stakeholder consultation specifically relating to 
the WFD Compliance Assessment is also described 
here. 

Yes.  Provides background information to the way in 
which marine water bodies and Licensable Marine 
Activities have been considered.  See section 2 of 
this report. 

2 Project description Short descriptions of each element of the project are 
provided here including Licensable Marine Activities. 

Yes.  This section is relevant to the Marine Licence 
application; however, more detailed information is 
provided within the Marine Licence Application 
Reference number: ML-PLD-01-PDR - Marine 
Licence Application - Schedule of Licensable Marine 
Activities.  See section 3 of this report. 

3 Methodology Provides details of the six step process applied to the 
assessment and references to ES appendices are 
provided here. 

Yes.  This section is relevant to the Marine Licence 
application as it details the process that has been 
followed to undertake the assessment.  References 
to relevant Environmental Statement appendices 
may also be useful.  See section 4 of this report. 

4 Identification of project 
activities and relevant 
WFD water bodies (step 
1: WFD Screening) 

Details the way in which the project has been divided 
into activities for assessment.  It also details the way 
in which the WFD water bodies have been identified. 

Yes.  This section details the water bodies that have 
been screened into the assessment (including 
marine water bodies).  See section 5 of this report. 

5 WFD water body 
baseline data (step 2) 

Presents the baseline for each water body screened 
into the assessment. 

Yes.  This section includes information on marine 
water bodies.  The baseline for migratory fish is also 
detailed in here which is relevant to Licensable 
Marine Activities.  See section 6 of this report. 
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Section Description Contents Relevant to Marine Licence application? 

6 WFD assessment: 
Potential effects and 
identification of risks 
(step 3: WFD Scoping) 

Considers the potential risks to each water body 
identified in step 2 for each receptor identified to be at 
risk. 

Yes.  Licensable Marine Activities are considered 
here. See section 7 of this report. 

7 Detailed WFD 
assessment (step 4) 

The effects and risks identified in the first stage of the 
assessment as having the potential to conflict with the 
WFD objectives are examined in detail within this 
section. 

Yes. Licensable Marine Activities are considered 
here. See section 8 of this report. 

8 Inter-project cumulative 
assessment (step 5) 

This section describes the way in which inter-project 
cumulative impact assessment has been undertaken. 

Yes.  Inter-project cumulative effects of Licensable 
Marine Activities are considered here. See section 9 
of this report. 

9 Protected areas (step 6) Considers the activities against the requirements of 
protected areas. 

Yes.  Additionally, for European designated sites, 
refer to ‘PINS Application Reference number: 5.2 –
Shadow Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)’ 
report and ‘Marine Licence Application Reference 
number: ML-HRA-01-SPR - MARINE LICENCE 
APPLICATION - Habitats Regulations Assessment 
Signposting Report’ accompanying the Marine 
Licence application. See section 10 of this report. 

10 Enhancements Details the enhancements proposed as part of the 
Wylfa Newydd Project. 

No.  There are no specific marine enhancements 
listed. 

11 Conclusions Summarises the output of the assessment. Yes.  Summarises the output of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment. See section 11 of this 
report. 

12 References References. Yes.   
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2 Introduction (section 1) 
2.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 1 of the WFD 

Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 2-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities and why. 

Table 2-1 Summary of subsections in section 1 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 1 Contents Relevant to Marine 

Licence application? 

Introduction (no 
number) 

Outlines requirements of the WFD. Yes.  Provides important 
background information to 
the assessment. 

1.2 Aims and 
objectives 

Details specific aims for the Wylfa 
Newydd Project. 

Yes.  Provides important 
background information to 
the assessment. 

1.3 WFD 
terminology 

Table providing definition of key terms 
associated with the WFD that are used 
throughout the assessment. 

Yes.  Provides important 
background information to 
the assessment. 

1.4 WFD 
requirements and 
objectives 

Discusses more general aims of the WFD 
and describes status requirements and 
the way in which water body status is 
determined. 

Yes.  Provides background 
information on surface 
water assessment which 
includes coastal and 
transitional water bodies. 

1.5 Consultation Describes the Preliminary WFD 
Assessment which was submitted to 
NRW in November 2016.  Details the 
working group set up to discuss WFD and 
the way in which topic-specific 
stakeholder consultation was undertaken. 

Yes.  Provides details of 
consultation undertaken 
during the production of the 
assessment. 

1.6 The approach 
to WFD 
assessment 

Details guidance used to undertake the 
assessment. 

Yes.  Provides important 
background information to 
the assessment. 

1.7 Non reportable 
water bodies and 
WFD assessment 

Details the way in which water bodies 
which are not included within the formal 
water body classification system have 
been approached in the assessment. 

Yes.  Provides important 
information in relation to 
approach to assessment. 

1.8 Structure of 
this report 

The structure of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment and an outline of the 
contents of each section is described in 
table 1-3. 

Yes.  Describes the 
structure of the report. 
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3 Project Description (section 2) 
3.1.1 There are no subsections in section 2 of the WFD Compliance Assessment.  

Whilst this section provides a short overview of the Wylfa Newydd Project, 
more detailed information on Licensable Marine Activities is provided in 
Marine Licence Application Reference number: ML-PLD-01-PDR - Marine 
Licence Application - Schedule of Licensable Marine Activities. 
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4 Methodology (section 3) 
4.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 3 of the WFD 

Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 4-1 below. The table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

Table 4-1 Summary of subsections in section 3 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 3 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence application? 

3.1 The WFD 
assessment 
process 

Outlines the six step 
processes applied to the 
WFD Compliance 
Assessment. 

Yes.  Information in relation to the method 
of assessment is provided here. 

3.2 Cumulative 
effects 

Defines cumulative effects 
terminology. 

Yes.  Background information to the way in 
which the cumulative effects assessment is 
undertaken. 

3.3 Information 
supporting the 
assessment 

Table 3-1 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment 
provides an overview of the 
baseline surveys and 
modelling that have been 
carried out which provide 
supporting information. 

Yes.  The background for the assessment 
of Licensable Marine Activities is 
considered in the second section of table 
3-1 ‘Marine environment’ and 
‘Hydromorphology’ covering both coastal 
and fluvial impacts is detailed in the final 
section of table 3-1. 
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5 Identification of project activities and relevant 
WFD water bodies (section 4) 

5.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 4 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 5-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

Table 5-1 Summary of subsections in section 4 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 4 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 

4.1 Project 
activities 

Details activities within the 
Project as required by WFD 
Compliance Assessment 
guidance.  The activities 
relevant to the Marine Licence 
application are listed in table 4-
1 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment.   
Relevant activity references are 
1.17, 1.18, 1.19, 1.20, 1.37, 2.3 
and 3.3. 

Yes.  Activities relevant to the Marine 
Licence application are listed here.   

4.2 Sequencing 
of activities 

Provides an overview of the 
construction schedule for the 
Wylfa Newydd Project. 

Yes. Licensable Marine Activities are 
included in the timeline. 

4.3 Embedded 
and good 
practice 
mitigation 

Describes the way in which 
embedded and good practice 
mitigation has been taken into 
account within the assessment. 

Yes.  Relevant to Licensable Marine 
Activities. 

4.4 Zone of 
Influence 

Details the way in which the 
relevant WFD water bodies 
were determined using a Zone 
of Influence (ZoI) approach. 

Yes.  Table 4-4 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment lists ZoIs and relevant WFD 
water bodies (those directly within the 
ZoI).  The first section of the table relates 
specifically to marine pathways 
associated with Licensable Marine 
Activities.  

4.5 Water 
bodies relevant 
to the 
assessment of 
fish 

Discusses how effects on 
migratory fish in coastal water 
bodies can affect classification 
in transitional and freshwater 
water bodies. 

Yes.  Details the way in which the 
assessment on migratory fish has been 
approached. 

4.6 Summary  Summarises water bodies 
screened in for assessment. 

Yes.  Details the following marine water 
bodies to be included within the 
assessment that could be impacted by 
Licensable Marine Activities: 
The Skerries (GB611010390000) 
Anglesey North (GB641010620000) 
Cemlyn Lagoon (GB610100083000) 
Caernarfon Bay North 
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Subsection of 
section 4 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 
(GB621010380000) 
Alaw (GB521010207600) 
Cefni (GB521010207500) 
There is also a groundwater body which 
could be impacted by Licensable Marine 
Activities: 
Ynys Môn Secondary 
(GB41002G204400) 
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6 Water Framework Directive water body 
baseline data (section 5) 

6.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 5 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 6-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

Table 6-1 Summary of subsections in section 5 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 5 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 

Introductory 
text (no 
subsection) 

Summarises water bodies that 
have been screened into the 
assessment. 

Yes.  Summaries of the baseline 
information for the four coastal WFD 
water bodies and one transitional WFD 
water body are provided in table 5-1 and 
table 5-2 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment respectively.  A summary of 
the groundwater body is provided in table 
5-4 

5.2 Coastal 
WFD water 
bodies 

Describes each coastal water 
body screened into the 
assessment. 

Yes.  Marine WFD water bodies 
discussed. 

5.3 Transitional 
WFD water 
bodies 

Describes the transitional water 
body screened into the 
assessment. 

Yes.  Marine WFD water bodies 
discussed which potentially could be 
impacted by Licensable Marine Activities. 

5.4 Fluvial 
WFD water 
bodies 

Describes each fluvial water 
body screened into the 
assessment. 

No.  Licensable Marine Activities are not 
anticipated to impact on fluvial water 
bodies. 

5.5 
Groundwater 
WFD water 
body 

Describes each groundwater 
body screened into the 
assessment. 

Yes.  Licensable Marine Activities could 
potentially impact on the groundwater 
body. 

5.6 Migratory 
fish baseline 

Discusses the way in which the 
baseline for migratory fish 
species draws upon data 
collected for the Wylfa Newydd 
Project and is supplemented by 
desk-based searches. 

Yes.  Licensable Marine Activities could 
affect migratory fish.  
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7 Water Framework Directive assessment: 
Potential effects and identification of risks 
(section 6) 

7.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 6 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 7-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

Table 7-1 Summary of subsections in section 6 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 6 Contents Relevant to Marine 

Licence application? 

6.1 Introduction Describes the way in which the section is 
structured (by WFD water body rather 
than activity).  Also refers to assessment 
tables in appendix D to the WFD 
Compliance Assessment report which 
should be read alongside this section. 

Yes.  Provides background 
information and reference 
to assessment tables in 
appendix D. 

6.2 The Skerries 
WFD water body 

References table 1 in appendix D which 
considers the potential effects on this 
WFD water body.  The consideration of 
potential impacts on measures and a 
summary of potential effects and identified 
risks for this WFD water body is 
presented here. The list of activities 
scoped in includes Licensable Marine 
Activities. A table showing structures to be 
constructed within this water body is 
presented in table 6-1 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment. 

Yes.  This is a coastal 
water body.  The section 
summarises activities for 
which detailed assessment 
is required. 

6.3 Anglesey 
North WFD water 
body 

References table 2 in appendix D which 
considers the potential effects on this 
WFD water body.  The consideration of 
potential impacts on measures and a 
summary of potential effects and identified 
risks for this WFD water body is 
presented here. The list of activities 
scoped in includes Licensable Marine 
Activities. A table showing structures to be 
constructed within this water body is 
presented in table 6-2. 

Yes.  This is a coastal 
water body.  The section 
summarises activities for 
which detailed assessment 
is required. 

6.4 Cemlyn 
Lagoon WFD 
water body 

References table 3 in appendix D which 
considers the potential effects on this 
WFD water body.  The consideration of 
potential impacts on measures and a 
summary of potential effects and identified 
risks for this WFD water body is 
presented here.  Table 6-4 scopes in 
Licensable Marine Activities that need 
detailed assessment. 

Yes.  This is a coastal 
water body.  The section 
summarises activities for 
which detailed assessment 
is required. 
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Subsection of 
section 6 Contents Relevant to Marine 

Licence application? 

6.5 Caernarfon 
Bay North WFD 
water body 

Details that the assessment (references 
appendix D, table 4), determined that 
there are no project activities which would 
either alone, or cumulatively, present a 
potential risk to the achievement of the 
WFD objectives in this water body. 

Yes.  Provides explanation 
as to why disposal of 
dredged material at sea (a 
Licensable Marine Activity) 
was scoped out of 
requiring detailed 
assessment in relation to 
this water body. 

6.6 Alaw 
(transitional) WFD 
water body 

Details that the assessment (references 
appendix D, table 5), determined that 
there are no project activities which would 
either alone, or cumulatively, present a 
potential risk to the achievement of the 
WFD objectives in this water body. 

No.  The potential effects 
on this WFD water body 
related to activities that are 
not included within the 
Marine Licence application.   

6.7 Alaw – 
downstream Llyn 
Alaw WFD water 
body 

This is a fluvial water body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this fluvial body. 

6.8 Tan R’Allt 
WFD water body 

This is a fluvial water body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this fluvial body. 

6.9 Cleifiog 
(Valley) WFD 
water body 

This is a fluvial water body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this fluvial body. 

6.10 Crigyll WFD 
water body 

This is a fluvial water body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this fluvial water body. 

6.11 Ceint WFD 
water body 

This is a fluvial water body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this fluvial water body. 

6.12 Ynys Môn 
Secondary WFD 
groundwater body 

This is a ground water body. There are 
Licensable Marine Activities that could 
potentially impact on this water body. 

Yes.  Licensable Marine 
Activities could impact on 
this groundwater body. 

6.13 Ynys Môn 
Central 
Carboniferous 
Limestone WFD 
groundwater body 

This is a groundwater body. No.  Licensable Marine 
Activities would not impact 
on this groundwater body. 

6.14 Cumulative 
effects 

Describes the way in which cumulative 
effects have been considered throughout 
the scoping stage. 

No. Details of cumulative 
effects are provided in 
tables already referenced 
in relevant WFD water 
bodies listed above. 

6.15 Summary of 
step 3 WFD 
Scoping 

Table 6-6 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment presents a summary of 
quality elements for each WFD water 
body scoped into detailed assessment. 

Yes.  The section provides 
information on the quality 
elements to be assessed in 
stage 4. 
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8 Detailed Water Framework Directive 
assessment (section 7) 

8.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 7 of the WFD 
Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 8-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 
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Table 8-1 Summary of subsections in section 7 of the WFD Compliance Assessment 
Subsection of 

section 7 
Additional numbering where applicable Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 

7.1 
Introduction 

N/A Outlines the way in which detailed assessment has 
been carried out and provides a table listing the 
potential effects and where further information is 
provided within the ES.  Also outlines definition of 
deterioration and guidance used to inform 
assessment. 

Yes.  Provides background 
information on the way in which 
detailed assessment has been 
carried out.  Effects 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
and 10 listed in Section 7.3 of 
this table are relevant to the 
Marine Licence application. 

7.2 Cumulative 
effects 

N/A Describes the way in which cumulative effects have 
been considered within the detailed assessment. 

Yes. Provides background to the 
way in which the cumulative 
assessment has been 
undertaken in this stage. 

7.3 Detailed 
WFD 
assessment 

1. Potential effects on chemical and 
physico-chemical quality elements in The 
Skerries and Anglesey North water bodies 
from water discharges and dredging during 
construction. 

Assesses effects of construction discharges and 
dredging on these water bodies. 

Yes.  This assessment looks at 
the cumulative impacts of all 
activities which include dredging 
which is a Licensable Marine 
Activity.  The specific section to 
refer to is on the effect of 
suspended sediments. 

2. Potential effects on hydromorphological 
quality elements in The Skerries and 
Cemlyn Lagoon water bodies from direct 
loss of the intertidal zone and coastal bed 
and from indirect effects from scour and 
sediment deposition during construction. 

Considers the potential effects of Licensable Marine 
Activities on hydrodynamic and biological quality 
elements. 

Yes.  Relevant to the Marine 
Licence application.  All effects 
discussed here are relevant. 
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Subsection of 
section 7 

Additional numbering where applicable Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 
application? 

3. Potential effects on hydromorphological 
quality elements in The Skerries and 
Cemlyn Lagoon water bodies from the 
introduction of new marine structures 
leading to changes in coastal processes, 
waves and hydrodynamics during 
construction and operation. 

Considers the potential effects of Licensable Marine 
Activities leading to changes in listed quality 
elements. 

Yes.  Relevant to the Marine 
Licence application.  All effects 
discussed here are relevant. 

4. Potential effects on the fish quality 
element in riverine and transitional water 
bodies from changes to 
hydromorphological, chemical and physico-
chemical quality elements, underwater 
noise and visual disturbance (artificial 
lighting) during construction. 

Considers the potential effects of Licensable Marine 
Activities on fish.  There is a specific section that 
considers the effects on migratory fish in coastal 
water bodies associated with Licensable Marine 
Activities. 

Yes.  Relevant to the Marine 
Licence application.   

 5. Potential risk to biological quality 
elements in The Skerries and Anglesey 
North water bodies from the introduction of 
non-native species during construction. 

Considers the effects of inadvertent introduction of 
Invasive Non-Native Species during operation of the 
MOLF. 

Yes.  Relevant to the Marine 
Licence application. 
 

6. Potential effects on biological quality 
elements in The Skerries water body from 
the abstraction of CW during operation. 

Considers the potential effects of cooling water 
abstraction on WFD water bodies. 

No.  Abstraction of cooling water 
is not a Licensable Marine 
Activity. 

7 Potential effects on physico-chemical and 
biological quality elements in The Skerries 
and Anglesey North water bodies from 
discharge of CW during operation.  

Considers the potential effects on physico-chemical 
quality elements of cooling water discharge. 

No.  Discharge of cooling water 
is not a Licensable Marine 
Activity. 

8. Potential effects on physico-chemical 
quality elements in The Skerries and 
Anglesey North water bodies from other 
operational water discharges during 
operation. 

Considers the potential effects of discharging sodium 
nitrite and dibromochloromethane via the cooling 
water discharge and other operational discharges.  

No.  Water discharges are not 
Licensable Marine Activities. 
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Subsection of 
section 7 

Additional numbering where applicable Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 
application? 

9. Potential effects on the fish quality 
element in riverine and transitional water 
bodies from changes to 
hydromorphological and physico-chemical 
quality elements during operation. 

Considers the potential effects on fish during 
operation associated with changes in marine water 
quality due to biocide dosing, discharge of heated 
water and changes in marine water quality from other 
operational discharges. 

No.  Water discharges are not 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

10. Potential risk to quantitative and 
chemical status of the Ynys Môn 
Secondary water body from saline intrusion 
during construction. 

Considers effects of construction of the CWS, 
breakwaters and MOLF during dewatering alongside 
deep excavation of Unit 1 and Unit 2 (activities above 
MHWS).  The groundwater modelling for construction 
is based on one excavated area which covers both 
the deep excavation and the excavation for the CWS. 

Yes.  Construction of the marine 
structures is a Licensable 
Marine Activity. 

11. Potential risk to quantitative status of 
the Ynys Môn Secondary water body from 
changes to Groundwater-Dependent 
Terrestrial Ecosystems during construction 
and operation. 

Considers the potential effects of bulk earthworks, 
installation and operation of a drainage system during 
Power Station construction, deep excavation, 
progressive mound creation, main plan construction, 
presence of buildings, hardstandings and roads, 
presence of mounds and drainage during operation. 

No. These activities are not 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

12. Potential risk to quantitative status of 
the Ynys Môn Secondary water body from 
changes to the surface water element 
during construction. 

Considers the potential effects of bulk earthworks, 
installation and operation of a drainage system during 
Power Station construction, deep excavation, 
progressive mound creation, main plant construction, 
presence of buildings, hardstandings and roads, 
presence of mounds and drainage during operation. 

No. These activities are not 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

7.4 Further 
assessment of 
cumulative 
effects 

N/A Details the potential cumulative effects on the quality 
elements considered. 

Yes. This section includes 
elements that could potentially 
be impacted by Licensable 
Marine Activities. 
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Subsection of 
section 7 

Additional numbering where applicable Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 
application? 

1. Cumulative effects on chemical and 
physico-chemical quality elements in The 
Skerries and Anglesey North water bodies. 

Considers the potential cumulative effects on 
chemical and physico-chemical quality elements by 
construction activities including dredging and 
excavation, deep excavations, bulk earthworks, 
mound creation, surface water drainage, sewage 
discharge, and during operation including discharge 
of CW and other operational water discharges.   

Yes. This section includes 
consideration of dredging which 
is a Licensable Marine Activity. 

2. Cumulative effects on 
hydromorphological quality elements in The 
Skerries. 

Considers the potential cumulative effects on 
hydromorphological quality elements of direct and 
indirect footprint losses associated with presence of 
marine structures. 

Yes. This section includes 
consideration of marine 
structures for which construction 
is a Licensable Marine Activity. 

3. Cumulative effects on biological quality 
elements in The Skerries. 

Considers the potential cumulative effects on 
biological quality elements in relation to operational 
discharges. 

No. Discharges are not 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

4. Cumulative effects on fish in riverine and 
transitional water bodies. 

Considers the potential cumulative effects on fish 
during construction and operation. 

Yes. This section includes 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

7.5 Summary 
of detailed 
WFD 
assessment 

N/A Summarises the output of stage 4 and concludes that 
there are two water bodies at risk of deterioration: 
The Skerries coastal water body (Hydromorphology) 
and the Ynys Môn Secondary groundwater body 
(saline intrusion test and Groundwater Dependent 
Terrestrial Ecosystems).  

Yes.  The potential deterioration 
identified in The Skerries WFD 
water body relates to Licensable 
Marine Activities. 
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9 Inter-project cumulative assessment (section 8) 
9.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 8 of the WFD 

Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 9-1 below.  This table aims 
to clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to 
Licensable Marine Activities. 

Table 9-1 Summary of subsections in section 8 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection 
of section 8 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 

8.1 Overview Describes the potential types of 
cumulative effects considered in 
the assessment. 

Yes.  This section provides background 
information to the way in which the 
cumulative assessment has been 
undertaken. 

8.2 
Assessment 

Provides a list of reasonably 
foreseeable future projects 
which could have inter-project 
cumulative effects related to 
WFD parameters and 
undertakes an assessment. 

Yes.  Relevant to Licensable Marine 
Activities.  Table 8.1 outlines those 
projects considered. 

8.3 Summary Summarises the inter-project 
cumulative effects assessment. 

Yes.  Relevant to Licensable Marine 
Activities.  No potential inter-project 
cumulative effects that could result in 
effects on the status of quality elements or 
could compromise the ongoing 
achievement of water body objectives 
were identified. 
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10 Protected areas (section 9) 
10.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 9 of the WFD 

Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 10-1 below and aims to 
clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to Licensable 
Marine Activities. 

Table 10-1 Summary of subsections in section 9 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsection of 
section 9 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence 

application? 

Introductory text – no 
subsection 

Contains information in relation to 
protected areas to be considered 
within the assessment. 

Yes.  This section details 
marine protected areas to be 
considered within the 
assessment. 

9.2 Bathing waters Considers the potential effects of 
sewage discharges on bathing 
water in proximity to the ZoI 
located at Cemaes Bay, within the 
Anglesey North water body. 

No.  Discharge of sewage is not 
relevant to the Marine Licence 
application. 

9.3 Special 
Protection Areas and 
Special Areas of 
Conservation 

Lists designated sites but refers to 
the shadow Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) (PINS 
Application Reference number: 
5.2). 

Yes.  But only in relation to 
clarification as to how 
designated sites have been 
considered within the WFD 
Compliance Assessment. 

9.4 Drinking water 
protected area 

Details on how the Drinking Water 
Protected Area has been 
assessed. 

No.  The assessment relates to 
activities that are not licensable. 
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11 Conclusions (section 11) 
11.1.1 To aid the signposting process, each subsection of section 11 of the WFD 

Compliance Assessment is summarised in table 11-1 below and aims to 
clearly indicate which sections should be consulted in relation to Licensable 
Marine Activities. 

Table 11-1 Summary of subsections in section 11 of the WFD Compliance 
Assessment 

Subsections 
of section 11 Contents Relevant to Marine Licence application? 

Introductory 
text – no 
subsections 

Summarises 
the outputs of 
the 
assessment. 

Yes.  This section confirms that the proposed activities 
will not affect the compliance of WFD water bodies apart 
from The Skerries coastal water body (regarding 
hydromorphological effects) and the Ynys Môn 
Secondary groundwater body (regarding saline intrusion 
test and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial 
Ecosystems).  An article 4.7 application is therefore 
required (PINS Application Reference number: 8.27). 
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